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From the Editors

The NCLS Research team have
been collecting information about
Australian spirituality and local
church life for more than 25 years.

This magazine is a sampler of our
research. We show some key themes
and the breadth of topics that we
cover.

As we write, some local churches
are still sending in their completed
surveys for the 2016 National
Church Life Survey. We expect to
process a quarter of a million survey
forms. So, a snapshot of the latest
results from 2016 are not yet
possible.

Data sources

The research we present here is
based on Government Censuses,
surveys of the wider Australian
community, and the National Church
Life Survey attender, leader and
operations datasets from 2011 and
earlier.

Want more detail?

If you want to know more, all
references are at the back.
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"Wellbeing

of Australians

Australia is a moderately " .-
religious or spiritual nation =,
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We can think about a person’s | e
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religiousness or spjr@alit'ﬁn various - '

ways, suchas: ..
us

3. Private practices e.g. prayer, Bible

reading, meditation or other devotional

activities

4. Public practices e.g. attending church

5. Religious beliefs \‘“,/

. N
Religion — good =+4vH)=
for society? %®§
Around four in ten ”“\
Australians (39%) in late 2016 agreed
that religion is good for Australian society
and a similar proportion (40%) were

neutral or unsure. Two in ten (21%)
disagreed.
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Results from Australian Government
Censuses and representative sample
surveys of all Australians indicate that
Australia is a moderately religious or
spiritual nation.
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1. Religious ldentity
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identified as Christian in
the 2011 Census

In each National Census run by the
Australian Government since 1901 there
has been the optional question ‘What is
your religion?”,

In the 2011 Census, six in ten Australians
affiliated with Christianity (61%). A

further 7% identified with other religions.
Some 22% said that they had 'no religion’.

In the past century, there has been a
decline in the proportion of Australians
identifying as Christian, although
Catholic affiliation (25%) has been
relatively stable over time, partly due

to migration flows. There has been a
small increase of other religions in recent
decades.

Since it was first listed as a category in
the 1971 Census, the proportion for 'no
religion' has increased steadily. Younger
people have been more likely to select
this option.

In the 2016 Census, for the first time, ‘no
religion' was presented as the first option
in the question about religion. In line with
other western nations, it is expected that
the 2016 Australian Census will reveal a
further increase in ‘no religion’ .

Religious affiliation of Australians from 1901 to 2011

10%

@ Not Stated
@ No Religion
Other Religions

@ Christian

0%
1901 1911 1921 1933 1947 1954 1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011

Source: National Census of Population and Housing, Australian Bureau of Statistics.
* The question is optional, so there is always a proportion ‘Not stated or inadequately described’ Chart prepared by NCLS Research.




2. Religious Experience

3. Private Religious or

4. Public Religious Practice

In late 2016, over a quarter of
Australians reported having had a
mystical or supernatural experience,
A further third either knew someone

0 has had this type of experience or

Q. Have you ever had a mystical or super-
4| natural experience, either positive or negative,
“#% about which you have no doubts it was real?

25%

@ Ves lhave

@ No, but | know someone who has

. Mo, but | believe it could happen

. No, and | don't think such experiences occur

Unsure

5. Religious Beliefs

About six in 10 Australians said they
believe in God or a higher power

Believers: In 2016, 59% of Australians
said they believed in a personal God
(24%), or some sort of spirit or life force
(35%).

Agnostic: Nearly one in five (19%) said ‘I
don't really know what to think’.

Atheistic: One in five (21%) Australians
said ‘I don't really think there is any sort
of spirit, God or life force'.

Religion generally has a
positive link to wellbeing

Australia is a nation with high levels
of recorded subjective wellbeing.

Mean Personal
Wellbeing Index,
April 2016

0 20 40 60 a0 100
Completely Completely
dissatisfied satisfied

Source: Capic et al (2016) Australian Unity Wellbeing Index
Survey 33.0, p.20.

Spiritual Practices

Three in ten Australians said they pray

or meditate at least once a week. Private

religious or spiritual practices are a part

of the week for a significant minority of
Hidll5.

Q. How often do you pray or meditate?

16%

. Everyday, most days, or several times a day
@ Once aweek or a few times a week

@ Occasionally
@ Hardly ever

Never
@ Don't know

Source: 2016 Australian Community Survey run by NCLS Research. (n=1,258)

Levels of belief in God or
higher power have declined

Australians’ belief in God, spirit or life force

3
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Less than one in five Australians said

they attended religious services at least

monthly. Attendance rates have

been declining for decades. In 2016

around 18% reported that they attended
s services at least monthly.

Q. Apart from special occasions (e.g.
weddings, funerals), how often do you
attend religious services?

@ At least once a week
@ At least monthly

@ Several times a year

@ Onceavyear

Less frequently

@ Never

Q. Which best describes

your beliefs about God?

fp021%

Never believed in God

$414%

Don't believe in God,
but used to

i5*

Believe in God,
but didn't used to

) 141440

Source: Various social surveys, including 2016 Australian Community

Survey run by NCLS Research. (n=1,258)

Subjective wellbeing—people’s positive
experience of their life—is one aspect of
mental health. On a scale from 0 to 100,
the average Australian in 2016 rated
their level of life satisfaction as 77. Most
published studies across the world have
found a positive relationship between
being religious and subjective wellbeing.

NCLS researchers looked at relationships
between religiousness and life
satisfaction for church attenders and
leaders. We confirmed the positive link
between higher religiousness and higher
life satisfaction.

Always believed in God

4207

Couldn't choose

Some highlights of the research are:

> Part of the reason why church attenders
with high religiousness have higher life
satisfaction appears to be because they
are more likely to volunteer.

> Not all aspects of religion relate
positively to wellbeing. Religious leaders
with a stronger ‘questing’ religious
approach (seeing their faith as a journey
that involves questioning and doubting)
report lower levels of life satisfaction.

Local Churches in Australia: Scanning the Landscape



We use four denominational
groupings for mapping.

1. Catholic Church

2. Mainstream Protestant

3. Pentecostal

4. Other Protestant
Catholic Church

Mainstream Protestant:
Anglican Church
Lutheran Church
Presbyterian Church
Uniting Church

Pentecostal:
Acts 2 Alliance
Australian Christian Churches
Apostolic Church
Bethesda Ministries International
C3 Church
CRC Churches International
Four Square Gospel
International Network of
Churches

Other Protestant:
Baptist Church
Churches of Christ
Christian & Missionary Alliance
Congregational Church
Church of the Nazarene
Christian Reformed Churches
Salvation Army
Seventh-day Adventist
Vineyard Churches Australia
Wesleyan Methodist

Local Churches in Australia: Scanning the Landscape

With the long-term co-operation of most Australian Christian denominations, NCLS
‘Research is uniquely positioned to provide an overview of the Australian churches.

Here we outline current estimates of the number.and size of churches. We also

-

- Elsﬁmpte church attendance and-how thisvaries by denomination.

We can only ever give estimates as the task of tracking the changes is never-endifges—ss—"
We also know that some grofips of churches are under-represented in thfse figures,
such.as indigenous churches, mono-ethnic churches from non-English §peaking..
backgrounds, and other independent churches that are net.part of the22+
deneniinations that have participated in National Church Life Surveys:="

Around 12,400 church locations form a national network

In 2011 the estimated number of church
locations was around 12,400.

Between 1991 and 2011 there was a net
decrease of at least 1,000 churches. In
many instances, a church presence
remains in an area, but different

locations have merged. The net decline
in church locations is made up of a
decrease in the very large number of
mainstream Protestant church locations
partly offset by an increase in the
number of Pentecostal and other
Protestant locations.

Number of church locations: all denominations

13000
12800
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12400
12200
12000
11800
11600
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11200
11000

1991 1996

Number of Church Locations

2001 2006 2011
Year

Source: NCLS Research Churches Database. NB. This chart shows the trend from 1991 to 2011. Fewer
than 12,400 locations are shown in this chart because only parish counts (not Mass centres) are used for
the Cathelic Church, as Mass centre counts are not available back to 1991,

Church locations outside major
cities in select denominations

Anglican Kool
58
53%

447

Source: NCLS Research Churches Database.

A nation of small churches

The average (mean) size of churches in
Australia is 121 people attending in a
typical week.

However, the average church size of
different denominational affiliations
shows a wide diversity.

The average size of Catholic parishes is
around 360 people. According to the
2011 NCLS, Australian Christian

A strong presence outside
the cities

Australian churches have a strong
presence outside the major cities—with
53% of church locations in 2011 in
regional, rural and remote areas.

The mainstream Protestant churches
have a particularly strong presence in
regional and rural areas.

AAAAA

Churches (ACC/AQG) (115), Baptist
(119) and Reformed (141) have some of
the largest average attendances of the
Protestant denominations.

Anglican (55), Presbyterian (50), and
Uniting (51) have some of the smallest
average attendances, reflecting the
presence of these denominations in
many small rural towns.



g 1 Self-reported monthly religious service
attendance in Australia
30%
' R25% o ¢ g
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. . = 20%
Decline in frequent £ tee .
religious service attendance |3 s«
continues, but is slowing .
Decreasing levels of self-reported E
attendance at religious services have &£ 5%
been tracked through sample surveys of
the Australian population over several iyt 2000 2005
generations. The decline has continued Year

since 1990, but at a slowing rate.

Weekly church attendance estimates: 1991 to 2011

2010

* Australian

A ‘frequent
attender’ attends
religious services
at least once per
month

+ 2016 Source: International Social
Survey Programme (1991,
1992,1993, 1994, 1995,
1996); Australian Community
Survey (1998, 2016); 2002
Wellbeing and Security Survey;
Australian Survey of Social
Attitudes (2003, 2007, 2009,
2011); Australian Election
Study (1990, 1993, 1996,
1998, 2001, 2004, 2007,
2010,2013, 2016).

* 4 Community
Survey

2015 2020

Weekly numbers at Christian church services

were less than 1.5 million in 2011

Based on estimates
collected through
National Church Life

Surveys (as reported by

church leaders and
administrators),
Australians attended
church every week in
2011. This is a decline
from 10% of the
population in 1991.

Weekly attendance estimates by denominational group: 1991 to 2011
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Source: NCLS Research Attendance Estimates Database: 1991 to 2011

In 2011 the estimated weekly church
attendance was 1,432,000. This figure
is 87% of the estimated 1991 figure.
That is, based on current best estimates,
overall church attendance declined by
around 13% over 20 years.

It is important to note that self-reported
attendance rates obtained from sample
surveys tend to be inflated compared to
head counts and estimates from church
leaders and administrators.

Denominations vary in
attendance change:
1991 to 2011

The overall picture of declining church
attendance is made up of different
denominational patterns.

Catholic church attendance declined in
the period from 1991 to 2011.

Protestant churches show little change in
weekly attendance over the 20 years.
This net result masks the decline in
mainstream churches offset by
significant growth in Pentecostals - who
doubled in size over the 20 year period.

Local Churches in Australia: Scanning the Landscape 5
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The results from the 2011 National
Church Life Survey provide demographic
features of church attenders.
Comparisons with 2011 ABS Census
data illustrate some gaps to the wider
community.

Age

%
aged 15-29 years

Age profile of attenders
continues to get older

%
aged 30-49 years

%
aged 50-69 years

Churches face the ministry question:
how to minister to ageing congregations ‘ 2 (o
as well as connect more effectively with

28 | aged 70+

younger people?

Country of Birth

The proportion of church attenders over
60 years of age (43%) is much higher
than the proportion of people aged over
60 in the general population (24%). The
age profile of church attenders has been
getting older. In 2001, 21% of attenders
were aged 70 years and over. By 2011
this grew to 25%.

born outside of
Australia

33*
10*
from a non-English-

22 % speaking country

from an English-
speaking country

Australia's population is also ageing and
life expectancy is increasing. The median
age has increased from 23 years in 1901
to 37 years in 2011. It is predicted to rise
to between 39 years and 41 years by
2026.

A quarter of Australians are aged 15 to
29 years. Some denominations more
than others are reaching younger people.
Pentecostal churches have the highest
proportion of younger attenders, with
39% aged between 15 and 29 years.
Baptist churches, along with Churches of
Christ, have 20% of their attenders aged
15-29.

(] 51% all Australians

—#— 2011 NCLS church attenders (NCLS)
25

20

Other denominations have higher
proportions of older attenders—including
Uniting (67% of attenders aged 60 or
older), Lutheran and Anglican churches,
(51%) and Catholic (50%).

15

Percentage of population (aged 15+) %
[%,]

N.B. Figures are calculated on the

population aged 15 years and over. i

Local Churches in Australia: Scanning the Landscape

éO% church attenders

15-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-79

Quick Facts about Church Attenders

40"

== Mmale

60”

== female

gy Fducation

38% university qualified

e

‘\' Marital Status

1% in de facto
relationships

9% widowed

é 6% married
6

5 1% employed 33% retired

A third (33%) work in people-focussed
professions. One fifth (21%) are
administrative, clerical or sales workers

Aged over 60 years

43% church attenders

2 4% all Australians

9% separated/
divorced

Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Survey (n=227,063), 2011 National Census of Population and Housing, Australian Bureau of Statistics.

Age profile for Australia and church attenders (15+ years): 2011

—l- 2011 Australia (census)

Source: 2011 NCLS
Attender Survey (n=
227,063), 2011
National Census of
Population and
Housing, Australian

a0+ Bureau of Statistics.



Church attenders are
more highly educated than
the general Australian
population

‘ Jo- o
|

Church attenders are more likely than
the general population to be university
educated. The proportion of church
attenders with a university degree rose
from 27% to 33% between 2006 and
2011 (19% of the general population in
2011).

A further 25% of church attenders in
2011 had attained a trade certificate,
diploma or associate diploma, while the

0,
Ul:r)\;\g.:gs;gy 19 L :zlll.lstralians remaining 42% had primary or secondary
school as their highest qualification level.
Anglican attenders are the most highly
educated.
School TC/D/AD*  Degree
% % %
Overall 42 25 33
Anglican 36 23 42
Baptist/Churches of Christ 37 26 37
Catholic 45 22 32
Lutheran 54 22 24
Pentecostal 40 31 29
Uniting 43 26 31
Other Protestant 41 27 32

* Trade certificate/diploma/associate diploma

Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Survey (n=227,063).

Inflow into churches: Three
in ten attenders new to
current church

in previous

5 years

Three in 10 attenders (30%) in 2011
joined their current church in the
previous five years.

Some 15% transferred from a church in
the same denomination and 9% switched
denominations.

Between 1996 and 2011, newcomers
without a church background remained
static at 6%.

Newcomers were most likely to seek out
the church in early to mid adulthood (in
their 20s to 40s).

The top two reasons newcomers gave
for starting to attend church were:

1. They thought something was missing
in their life (24%)

2. They moved to a new area (10%)

Newcomers tend not to go ‘church
shopping’.

In the 12 months prior to their current
church, 67% of newcomers didn't visit or
attend any other church, 19% visited/
attended one, and 6% visited/attended
two or more other churches.

Newcomers are found in all
denominations.

Newcomers were a higher proportion of
all attenders in Salvation Army (11%),
Pentecostal (10%), Churches of Christ
(9%), Vineyard (8%) and Anglican
churches (8%) than in other
denominations.

Attenders describe faith
identity

Attenders were asked ‘Do you identify
with any of the following approaches to
matters of faith?’ They were able to
choose up to two options from 11
listed.

The most common faith identity chosen
by Australian church attenders was
‘Catholic/Anglo-Catholic’. The second
most common choice was ‘| do not
identify with such descriptions’. The
labels 'Progressive’ and ‘Liberal’ were
adopted by very few attenders.

Younger attenders were least likely to
identify with such labels.

Liberal M 2.5%

Lutheranism

W 28%
Progressive [l 3.0%
W32%
Moderate B 4.5%

Reformed

Charismatic [N 8.6%
Traditionalist [N 9.1%
I 13.6%
I 17.3%
Don't identify [N 18.6%

Pentecostal

Evangelical

Catholic/
Anglo-Catholic

0% 10% 20%

I— 43.5%

30% 40% 50%

Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Survey (n=173,658).

Visitors MNewcomers

4% 6%
Switchers
Transfers
15%
Long-term
attenders

66%

Defining church background:

Visitors: People who do not normally

attend the church where they filled out

the survey.

New arrivals: Attenders who have joined

the church where they filled out the

survey in the last five years and are

either:
Transfers: Previously attended a
church of the same denomination
Switchers: Previously attended a
church of a different denomination
Newcomers: Were not previously
attending anywhere else

Long-term attenders: Those who have

attended the church for more than five

years.

Local Churches in Australia: Scanning the Landscape
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Australians have mixed
views on whether The Christian religion is good for Australian society

Christianity is good for I 15% stoneiy asree
Australian society
) 2775 o=
Around four in 10 Australians agreed or 27%
strongly agreed that the Christian AT
religion is good for Australian society. _394 Unsure
This is matched by around four in 10 D 10% oisagree
who were neutral or unsure.
_ 9% Strongly disagree

Around two in 10 disagreed that the

Christian religion is good for Australian , )
Source: 2016 Australian Community Survey (n=1,258).

society.

Churchgoers make Churchgoer involvement in community groups not connected to the church ggﬁggéfgzhpm i
a Strong CONtrib.Ution Community service, care or welfare groups  [INEG_—_u_ 23% :(cj?i.'vrir%lger;itr{lieg:i’flfeir
to the Communlty Social action, justice or lobby groups 1 7% church

Sport, recreation or hobby groups NN 18%
School or youth groups (e.g. P&C, Scouts) I 10%
Another kind of group N 10%
Mot involved with such groups —— 50%

= Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Survey (n=227,063).

Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Survey
(n=227,063).

Local churches serve their communities in diverse ways

Types of services run by local churches at least occasionally % of local churches
Emergency relief or material assistance (e.g. food, clothes for needy) 84
Visiting (e.g. prisons, hospitals, fringe attenders) 82
Counselling services (e.g. marriage counselling, parenting programs, social work) 60
Other welfare/community service/social action activities not mentioned elsewhere 52
m Political or social justice activities (e.g. human rights) 35
= Community development or local resident action groups 24
?. Aged care services (e.g. Meals on Wheels, home help) 23
. Care for the disabled (e.g. skills training, respite care, home care) 2l

Migrant support activities (e.g. English as a second language, refugee support, interpreting service) 21

i- ﬂﬁ Children or youth support (e.g. youth training schemes, literacy programs, unemployed programs) 20

Activities for unemployed people (e.g. job seeking preparation, skills training, volunteers scheme) 13

l-I Other accommodation (e.g. homeless hostels, crisis accommodation, student accommodation) 13
Animal welfare or environmental activities (e.g. Landcare) 10
Accommodation for the aged or infirm (e.g. nursing homes, aged units) 6

Souree: 2011 NCLS Operations Survey {n=2,520 churches).

8 Local Churches in Australia: Scanning the Landscape



Caretakers
of the environment

Selected environmental activities at local
churches (previous 5 years)

I 25%
I 7%
I 23%
B 14%

B 11%

M 9%

B 5%

3%

Energy saving measures
at church's buildings

Celebrated an environmental
day/season

Woater saving measures at
church’s buildings

Kids" environmental activity

Environmental Bible study/
adult faith education

Contacted an MP

Held a public
environmental event

Took action to
conserve biodiversity

Source: 2011 NCLS Operations Survey (n=2,284 to 2,331 churches).

Churches are becoming more engaged in
appreciation of and care for Creation in
terms of their worship, mission, service
and the operation of their buildings.
Engagement differs strongly by
denomination.

In 2011, environmental activity was
particularly high in the Uniting Church,
followed by Catholic and Anglican
churches. The Pentecostal churches were
the least active.

Attender and
leader voting patterns

Australian church attenders heavily
favour the Liberal/National Coalition in
their voting patterns.

Attenders in 2011 were less likely to
vote Labor or Greens in the Federal
Lower House over the previous decade
than the general public (comparing
NCLS results on self-reported voting
tendencies with actual voting patterns
from elections).

Churchgoers support advocacy on public policy issues

Church attenders support engagement
with public policy issues through
advocacy or lobbying of governments.
According to the 2011 NCLS, some
75% believed that Christians should be
involved in advocacy, and 63%
supported advocacy from the churches.

While there remains obvious and often
strong disagreement across the diversity
of the churches over prioritisation of
issues and particular policy stances,
there is nevertheless widespread

support for the validity of Christian faith,
individuals and institutions to proactively
shape society.

When asked to choose up to four
issues from a list of 14 on which their
denomination should be most active,
the most popular issues concerned
marriage/family and poverty.

Same-sex marriage has been an issue of
significant debate in recent years. When
asked the extent to which they agreed
or disagreed with same-sex marriage,
almost three-quarters of attenders in
2011 disagreed (73%), and only 13%
agreed. Attenders were more accepting
of civil unions, with 34% in support.

Three quarters of attenders support Christian advocacy

on public policy issues

Attenders’ priorities for church advocacy

Support marriage/family
Poverty in Australia
Oppose same-sex marriage
Drugs/substance abuse
Bioethical issues

Poverty overseas

TV/film standards

Asylum seekers/refugees
Aboriginal issues
Prisons/criminal justice
Environmental issues
War/conflict overseas
Farming issues

I 5%
M 1%

Workplace laws
Other

Human-caused climate
change a minority view

In late 2011, 82% of attenders thought
that climate change was occurring, and
they were split about whether or not this
was natural (38%) or a largely human-
induced phenomenon (44%). This
distribution of views was similar to that
for the Australian population at large.

The voting pattern for local church
leaders as a whole appears to be similar
to the pattern for church attenders.
However attender-leader comparisons
within denominations are a different
story. The 2011 NCLS indicated a much
stronger inclination towards the Coalition
among Pentecostal leaders as compared
to Pentecostal attenders, and the reverse
was true of the Uniting Church, where
leaders voted strongly for progressive
political parties. Anglican leaders were
also more likely than Anglican attenders
to vote Labor.

I 59%
— 4.8%
I 36%
I 32%
I 29%
I 28%
I 2%

I 21%

I 18%

I 13%

I 12%

I 12%

I 10%

Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Sample Survey O {n=1,301).
See p.13 for the exact wording of the response oplions.

Environment a moral
responsibility but low priority

Some 81% of church attenders in 2011
believed there is a moral obligation

for Christians to be active about
environmental issues, including 33% who
were themselves personally active. But
only 12% of attenders prioritised the
environment as a public policy issue with
which their denomination should engage.

“What have been your voting patterns*
over the last 10 years in lower house
Federal elections?”

Did not vote,
%

Labor, 24%

Frequently
votes

differently,
1 3 %
Other party/
independents
1% —'_-_'__
COP/ 5 '/
Family e
First, 1% Liberal/ 42”-‘
National,
Democrats/
Greens,

Source; 2011 NCLS Attender Sample Surveys N, O and R (n=3,665).
“Attenders aged 15 years plus

Local Churches in Australia: Scanning the Landscape
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A ‘healthy church'’. What does that mean?

Why do we assess church health? Over the past 25 years, NCLS
researchers have looked for signs of

Church health is one way to assess how health and vitality that are both

well churches are participating in God’s quantities (such as size and growth) and

mission in the world, and what churches qualities of health and vitality.

can do to strengthen their capacity for

action.

Relationship

There are many different ways that with God
people look for signs of health in a

church.

Some focus on the size of a church or
they look for churches that are growing
in numbers.

Others focus on other signs of health
such as an active prayer life, strong
small groups and so on.

What attenders most value about their local church

Sharing in Holy Communion/the Eucharist/Lord’s Supper [ NG 39%
Sermons, preaching or Bible teaching [ NN 34%
Praying for one another [N 28%
Traditional style of worship or music [ ENREDEEEEEEEEN 0 4%
Practical care for one another in times of need  [INNRNRNERN %%
Wider community care or social justice emphasis [ ENGTNRRE 2 0%
Contemporary style of worship or music [ ENRNm@MEEN 20%
Small prayer, discussion or Bible study groups [ N NI 15%
Ministry to children or youth  [NREGEGE 15%
Reaching those who do not attend church | N 13%
Social activities or meeting new people | I NREEEE 12%
Openness to social or cultural diversity  [INENEG 12%

Presence of a church school or pre-school [ ENRNEEEE 11%
Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Survey (n=227,063).

NCLS researchers evaluate churches as
healthy when they help attenders to:

o Build relationship with God

e Build relationship with each other

o Build relationship with the wider
community

We also look for signs that the church
has:

e An inflow of new people for
sustainability

Relationship Relationship
with each with wider .
thar sl ¢ A culture of collective confidence,

giving them capacity for action.

In the 2011 NCLS church attenders
selected up to three aspects of church
life they personally most valued, perhaps
to be preserved or strengthened.
Attenders most commonly selected:

1. Sharing in Holy Communion

2. Sermons, preaching or Bible teaching
3. Praying for one another

4, Traditional style of worship or music

5. Practical care for one another in
times of need
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Clues for church
vitality

Christians understand
themselves to be called into a
relationship with God, with

others in the church and with
the wider community.

In simple terms, these sets of
relationships are the goals for

local churches. They are clues to
church health or vitality.

Relationship
with God

#aa

Growth in
faith

45%

Relationship
with each
other

Sense of
belonging

Relationship
with the wider
community

Vao

KR

Commitment
to the
church’s
vision

g

Openness to
innovation

Invited
someone
to church here

35*

Aware and
strongly/partly
committed

56%

Agree church
ready to try
something new,

66%

An equipping
leadership

kW
"

Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Survey (n=227,063).

Leaders help
us find & use
gifts & skills

here 70%

Churches help attenders build relationships

53

Relationship with God

Helping people to explore
matters of faith, develop
religious knowledge, and
strengthen religious
practices and beliefs is
part of church life.

In 2011, 45% of church-
goers said they had
experienced much growth
in faith in the previous 12
months.

Around 48% spent time in
private devotional activity
on most days. Some 65%
said they always or
usually experienced
‘growth in understanding
of God' during worship
services.

Relationship with each
other

A goal for all churches is
to help participants to
develop and maintain
relationships with each
other.

In vital faith communities,
people feel that they
belong. In 2011, 84% of
church attenders had a
strong sense of belonging
to their local church and
76% agreed that they
found it easy to make
friends within their local
church.

Three in 10 (31%) were
involved in small groups.

Relationship with
wider community

In vital faith communities,
people seek to make an
impact through deeds
and/or words in the wider
community.

Actions: 50% of church
attenders in 2011 were
part of wider community
groups and 23% were
part of community
service, justice or welfare
activities not connected
to their local church.

Words: 69% felt at ease
talking about their faith
with others and 72%
were willing to invite
friends and relatives to a
church service at their
local church.

Vision, innovation and leadership culture: clues to a

capacity for action

Clues as to whether a local church is
positioned well to move into the future
can be found in their commitment to
their church’s vision, openness to new
possibilities and the presence of an
inspiring, equipping and mobilising
leadership culture.

When a local church community exhibits
a readiness to act, other signs of health
are often present. The importance of a
culture of ‘collective confidence' has
been a consistent finding in NCLS
research on healthy churches over many
years.

9, are confident that their local church can achieve the vision, goals
: 2 (e} S ;
4 or directions it has set.

Don't know

15

Partly
confident

i Full%d
ision t
not clear 10% SE %en
42
Not g ,—_
confident 4/"
29%‘

Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Survey (n=227,063).
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Indigenous church attenders and churches under-
represented in National Church Life Surveys

In the 2011 NCLS, all church attenders

were asked: “Are you of Aboriginal or

Torres Strait Islander (ATSI) origin?" Some

0.9% of church attenders and 0.6% of ﬁ
senior local church clergy indicated “Yes".

In comparison, some 3% of the 3224 1066 847 20 5
Australian population identified as
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander in the @ Total no. of churches in 2011 NCLS

2011 Census. . MNo. of churches in 2011 NCLS with Indigenous
attenders

Indigenous partlupant?' I} the 2011 @ No. of churches with 1-2 Indigenous attenders

NCLS were almost entirely in @ No. o churches with »20% indi -

non-Indigenous congregations. BRI e R AR IR S
. No. of churches with »50% Indigenous attenders

Half of all Indigenous participants in the

u . . Source: 2011 NCLS Aggregated Attender Survey (n=3,224 church
NCLS were in congregations with only locations)

one or two other Indigenous people.

Indigenous attenders Indigenous attenders' experience
report positive of church
experiences of church

Much growth I 33%
in faith throug
. . local church I—24%
Compared with non-Indigenous
attenders Aboriginal and Torres Strait i';zg*;;gzﬁegﬁ;g; —26%43%
Islander attenders in 2011 were more church services .
i - trong and %)
likely to report s I 55%

A toell ——————— T3

of belonging

e much growth in faith through their Great'y NN 26%

encouraged to
local church use gifts and skills I 20%
L]
experiencing inspiration in church i ot
services church inspire __64%
3 i us to action
e strong and growing sense of belonging
to their church o chrcn i IS 65
e being encouraged in their gifts and A2 onths
skills at church Always
i R g % welcome _15%23%
e being inspired to action by church newcomers N
leaders

L | 19%
e having invited somebody to church e T

e welcoming newcomers to church
o talking with someone drifting away
from church @ Indigenous attenders

. Non-Indigenous attenders
These differences between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous attenders were Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Survey (n=211,472).
particularly prominent in Catholic
parishes.

Churches’ ministry with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people

2% _Heavily A minority of
involved churches who
16”* some participated in the

involvement 2011 NCLS reported
ministries with

Taking Aboriginal and Torres

5% first Strait Islander people

steps (23%). A further one
o in 10 were open to

115 developing such
None, open  Ministries.

to it in next
2 years

Limited/no

opportunity
forit

41

None, unlikely 25%
next 2 years Source: 2011 NCLS Operations Survey (n=2,354 churches).




Church attender views on Aboriginal issues

Strong support exists among church attenders for churches to more actively promote reconciliation with Aboriginal people. Some
seven in 10 attenders agreed with this proposition in 2011. Almost half of attenders believed that Aboriginal people's disadvantages
justifies extra government assistance. Further, while three in ten agreed that injustices towards Aboriginal people are all in the past,
nearly half (45%) disagreed with this statement. A quarter to a third of attenders expressed neutrality or uncertainty in response to

these statements.

Aboriginal people’s disadvantage justifies extra
government assistance

Injustice towards Aboriginal people are all in the past

Churches should more actively promote reconciliation

W Strongly agree

W Agree

B Neutral / unsure

Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Sample Survey N v2 (h=1,381 to 1,407).

Aboriginal issues a moderate priority

When asked to choose which four out
of a list of 14 issues their church
denomination should be most active
on, attenders tended not to prioritise
Aboriginal issues (18% chose this
option). In contrast, senior local church
clergy were significantly more likely to
prioritise Aboriginal issues, with more
than a third (35%) doing so in 2011.

Aboriginal issues

Asylum seekers/refugees

Bioethical issues (e.g. abortion,
euthanasia, cloning)
Drugs/substance abuse
Environmental issues

Farming issues

Opposition to same-sex ‘marriage’
Poverty and disadvantage in Australia
Poverty overseas

Prisons and the criminal justice
system

Standards in TV, film and literature
Support for marriage and the family
War and conflict overseas
Workplace conditions and laws
Another issue not listed here

The church should not be involved
in public policy

OO000O0O0 OOoooooo oOooo

Aboriginal issues should be a priority
for my denomination

44

0,
18% 359,

. Attenders . Senior clergy

v v
Ranked9 Ranked 6

out of 14 issues out of 14 issues

Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Sample Survey O (n=1,301), 2011

NCLS Leader Survey A (n=469).

W Disagree

W Strongly disagree

Future research m&"ﬁfj’;ﬁ@

The 2016 NCLS included a more
extensive research agenda on Indigenous
issues. Future research using data from
the 2016 NCLS will include:

e Personal contact with Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people

o Aftitudes to Indigenous issues

o Attitudes to church engagement with
Indigenous issues

e Actions concerning Indigenous issues

e Local church/parish ministries and
relationships with Indigenous people

e Local church clergy frequency of
preaching on justice for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people

The Wisdom Project

NCLS Research is also planning a
five-year qualitative study to give voice
to Aboriginal Christian leaders from a
variety of church traditions. Leaders will
be invited in individual and group
interviews to share their stories of
Aboriginal Christian leadership, including
becoming a leader, learning and growing
as a leader, and dealings with the
institutional churches.
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Australia: A multicultural,
cohesive nation

Australia is one of the most multicultural
countries in the world, with around 28%
of people born overseas (in 2014). The
diverse ethnic background of citizens
also contributes to a rich religious
diversity.

Australia is a relatively cohesive society,
in comparison with other western
nations. Community surveys since
2007 show a consistent pattern of:

e Positive identification with Australia;

e Agreement that there is economic
opportunity and reward for hard work;

o Satisfaction with financial
circumstances;

e Strong levels of support for
multiculturalism.

Source: Mapping Social Cohesion Reports (2007 to 2016).

Top 10 countries of birth

of Australians

?

Country % of f\dedian
of birth Australian  age
population
United Kingdom 5.2 544
New Zealand 2.6 el
China 1.9 355
India 57 Gl
Philippines 1.0 39.5
Vietnam 1.0 44.5
Italy 0.9 68.8
South Africa 0.8 40.9
Malaysia 0.7 38.6
Germany 0.5 62.9

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics.

An Australian church for all nations

NCLS Attender Survey forms are
available in multiple languages. In 2016,
these were: English, Arabic, Chinese,
Vietnamese, Korean, Tongan, Dinka
(South Sudan), Italian, Chin (Burmese)
and Karen (Burmese).

However, non-English-speaking language
groups are under-represented in the
NCLS.

Nevertheless, in the 2011 NCLS a third
of Australian church attenders were born
outside of Australia. One in ten (10%)
were born in another English-speaking
country and 22% were from a non-
English-speaking country (vs 20% of all
Australians).

Churches reach across language divide with migrant

ministries

Over a third of churches are involved in
migrant ministry and this has increased
significantly since 2001.

< ®2011
2006 35%

Of the third of churches (35%) who
reported that they were involved in
migrant ministry in 2011, 15% were
heavily involved and 20% were taking
first steps.

Heavily involved [ 15%
Taking first steps [N 20%
Don't have resources [l 7%
Not involved for other reasons [l 8%

Not a priority area | 5 1%

Source: 2001, 2006 and 2011 NCLS Operations Survey (n=2,347 churches).
* Results may not be entirely comparable due to a wording change from ‘ethnic ministry’ in 2001 and 2006 to 'migrant ministry’ in 2011,
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Neon-English
speaking
country

22%

68%

Australia

Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Survey dataset (n=227,063).

More than half of all churches claimed
ministry towards migrants was not a
priority in their area.

Some 21% said they were involved in
migrant support activities (e.g. English as
a second language, refugee support).

Relationships with churches from non-
English speaking backgrounds

A fifth (21%) of churches in 2011
reported in their Operations Survey that
they had a relationship with a non-
English speaking congregation. Most
commonly, this centred around sharing
property (9%), but this was nearly
matched by sharing ministry, whether
through small groups (6%) or worship
(2%).



Church attenders hold
positive attitudes about
migration

Australian church attenders hold positive
attitudes towards migrants. A large
majority (73%) in 2011 agreed that
Australian society is improved by
immigrants.

Preferences for approaches to migrant
integration differed somewhat between
attenders from different church contexts.
Some 39% of people from multicultural
congregations felt that immigrants

Cultural context and
church vitality

NCLS researchers defined three cultural
models of church in terms of the country
of birth/language background of
attenders: 1) monocultural Anglo, 2)
monocultural non-Anglo and 3)
multicultural models. These three models
were compared across the NCLS
indicators of church vitality.

In the 2011 NCLS, monocultural non-
Anglo churches performed particularly
strongly in areas of worship, faith sharing
and inclusion.

These churches also had higher levels of
newcomers to church life and greater
numbers of attenders’ children aged 15+
who were still attending their parents’
church and living at home.

Monocultural Anglo churches excelled in
service to the community, but lagged
multicultural churches in several other
areas.

Percentage % of attenders
‘7
11
7

Children
it | ek
(15+, living at home) EErimm 61

attending parent's church EESEEEEEEE 44

Newcomers
(past 5 yrs)

Always/usually 28
experience inspiration in
church services WS 35

46

Invited someone to  — 35

church in the past - 52
37

12 months
7 . [ 22
Take part in church's R

evangelistic activities B 20

B ;

L___ L
| =

24
. 13

B Monocultural Anglo churches

Feel at ease to
talk about faith

Certain to follow up
someone drifting
from church

B Monocultural non-Anglo churches

B Multicultural churches

Source: 2011 NCLS Aggregated Attender Survey dataset (n=2,814).

should adapt to Australian culture
compared to 47% of those from
monocultural Anglo congregations.

Similar proportions from both cultural
contexts (approximately four in 10) felt
that Australia should evolve to develop a
common culture.

Finally, 20% of participants from
multicultural congregations thought that
immigrants should retain their own
culture so that Australia will be diverse,
compared to 14% of participants from
monocultural congregations.

Migrant integration: an
Asian case study

Around a third of Asian migrants to
Australia self-identify as Christians, and
many join churches where they meet
fellow migrants and other Australians.
Churches might thus be places that can
foster the integration of Asian migrants
into Australian society.

NCLS researchers examined the
prevalence of bonding and bridging
capital among Protestant attenders in the
2011 NCLS. Bonding refers to the
relationships between people within the
same social group, whereas bridging
refers to relationships between people
from different social groups.

First generation Asian migrants in Anglo
congregations had lower bonding but
higher bridging compared with those in
multicultural or Asian congregations.

The results suggest that Asian migrants
in Anglo churches may be less tightly
bound to their congregation, but more
likely to bridge beyond it, than are Asian
migrants in other church settings.

Strongly disagree/

Immigrants improve i

Australian society
by bringing in
new ideas
and

cultures

19*

Neutral /Unsure

Strongly agree/
Agree

TR

Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Sample Survey N v2 (n=1,346).

Strong support for people
in developing countries

There is a long tradition of churches
supporting the work of 'service' and
'proclamation’ overseas.

Focusing on support in developing
countries, some 88% of churches
reported in their 2011 Operations
Survey that their local church had a
specific commitment to people in
developing countries. Regular financial
support was the most common (61% of
all churches). The second highest form
was a regular prayer commitment (52%)
followed by personal relationships with
individuals/groups (44%).

Approximately one third of churches
(32%) indicated they had regular support
for poverty and injustice campaigns.

Churches with a
specific commitment
to people in
developing
countries

Source: 2011 NCLS
Operations Survey
(n=2,429 churches).

S
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Services for children and
youth run by Australian churches

I 6%
I 37

I 4%
I 530
Il 19%
I 3%
Other activities [l 10%

Source: 2011 NCLS Operations Survey {n=2,409 churches).

Créche

Playgroups
Pre-schools
Sunday school
Kids Clubs

Youth groups

Sunday schools run at six
in 10 churches

Australia has had Sunday schools for
over 200 years. St Johns Church,
Parramatta in Sydney, has the oldest
continuously running Sunday school in
Australia, first started in 1813. In 2011,
Sunday schools were run by six out of 10
churches (63%).

Youth groups were offered by nearly half

& et

Strong support for religious education in schools

of all churches (48%). They were largely
aimed at those in high school years, and
occurred at various times during the
week or less frequently than weekly.

Some 36% of churches also provided a
créche, which was likely to run
concurrently with church worship
services.

Playgroups were relatively widespread,
offered by 37% of churches.

i

At the time of the 2011 NCLS, there was strong public debate about special religious education/instruction in schools and
alternatives to it. More than eight in 10 attenders agreed that special religious education should be offered in public schools, and half
felt that an alternative should be offered. Attenders were also asked their views about schools for children of a particular religion.
Some 69% felt that any religious group should be able to have its own schools, while 9% felt that no religious group should, and 22%
felt that some religious groups but not others should have their own schoaols.

Special religious education/instruction should be offered as
an aspect of education in public schools

Students in public schools should be offered an alternative
to special religious education/instruction

m Strongly agree/Agree

Parents’ approach an important influence on child attendance

A research study using the 2011 NCLS
Child Survey (surveys completed by
children aged 8 to 14 years) assessed
peer and parental influence on children’s
frequency of church attendance, attitude
toward church and attitude toward
Christianity.

The results indicate the power of
parental example on frequency of church
attendance. Not surprisingly, young
churchgoers attend frequently when
both parents attend as well.
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m Agree

13%

37%

m Neutral/Unsure  m Disagree

Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Sample Survey R v2 (n=1,342 to 1,353).

Parental influence works differently on
shaping attitudes toward church. Young
churchgoers who have the opportunity to
talk about God with their parents and
who do not feel that their parents make
them go to church hold the most positive
attitudes. Young churchgoers respond to
parental encouragement better than to
parental pressure.

Although peers' influence within the
church does not make much contribution
to how often children attend church, it
does contribute to shaping positive
attitudes toward church.

Parental
Pressure

28% 16% 6%
m Strongly disagree
Family
Conversations

about God

Parents’
Attendance

Peer
Influence



Children at church with
positive feelings about

religion are also happy

with their lives.

The connection between religious affect
(positive emotional meaning of religion
to an individual) and happiness has been
demonstrated in various research studies
of adults and older teenagers conducted
overseas.

For the first time, a study examined the
relationship between religious affect and
happiness among younger children. The
study used 2011 NCLS Child Survey data
(8 to 14 year olds).

Children were invited to respond to
seven items: | know that Jesus helps me;
| think going to church is a waste of my
time; God helps me to lead a better life;
God means a lot to me; Prayer helps me
a lot; | know that Jesus is very close to
me; | think the Bible is helpful to my life.

Satisfaction with youth
and young adults
ministries lower than with
those for children

Church attenders were asked in the
2011 NCLS about their satisfaction with
activities that their church offered for
young people.

Whereas a majority of attenders were
satisfied with what was offered for
children, satisfaction with what was
offered for youth (aged 12 to 18 years)
declined to less than half, and decreased
further in relation to ministries for young
adults (aged 19 to 25) with less than four
in 10 attenders satisfied.

Around six in 10 young attenders (aged
15 to 25 years) were satisfied with what
was offered for their age group.

Of course, as a church-based survey, the

Positive views decline as
children hit teen years

Between seven and nine out of 10
children aged 8 to 14 years who
participated in the 2011 NCLS had
positive views about Christianity and
church. However, there was a decline
with age.

—+— Know Jesus helps me

—+— God helps me lead better life

Child attenders %

=+ God means a lot to me

—+— Church not a waste of time
—+— Know Jesus is very close to me
—+— Prayer helps me a lot

=+ Bible helpful to my life

Source: 2011 NCLS Child Attender Survey for 8 to 14 year
olds (n=9,863). NB. The Child Attender Survey is an opt-in
survey and is not necessarily representative of churchgoing
children in Australia.

100

90

a5

80

75

70

65

60

Fyrs

Byrs 10yrs 1lyrs 12yrs 13yrs  1ldyrs

Age

The children were also asked if they
agreed that they were happy with
school, themselves, their family and
where they live.

As expected, there was a moderate
positive relationship between feeling
positive about religion and happiness.

NCLS is only able to hear the views of
young people who are present at church.
Those who have drifted away are not
able to have a voice in the survey.

These results suggest that, overall, there
are opportunities to improve ministries
for young people.

Attenders satisfied with
ministries for young people

5 8

Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Survey (n=227,063).

A generational drift away
from church

In 2011, some 5% of church attenders
aged 15 and over were teenagers.
Teenagers were most common in
Pentecostal churches, making up 10% of
attenders.

Of attenders' children aged 14 or under
91% attended church. Some 85%
attended their parents' church and 8%
attended another church.

Considering the children of church
attenders (aged 15 and over), 38%
attended church: 16% attended their
parents' church and 23% attended
elsewhere.

These results indicate a large generational
drift away from the churches.

Church attendance of attenders’
children (aged 15+)

Attend here I 16%

Attend elsewhere:
same denomination M 15%

Attend elsewhere:
different [l 8%

denomination

Do not attend | NN 55

Don't know [l 5%

Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Survey (n=227,063).
All child attendance options could be selected, so percentages
may not add to 100%.
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About senior clergy

Local church Ieadership
structures

Half of local churches (50%) reported
that they had a team of ordained and lay
leaders, and just over a third (35%) had a
single ordained leader.

4 Team of lay
leaders

9 Single lay/
Team of 2 ® non-ordained
ordained leader

leaders

How many churches* are
leaders responsible for?

64% one church

1 6%- two churches

Afh

20%- three or more churches

ARA+

*'Church' = single local congregation for
Protestant and parish for Catholic.

Staffing in local churches: fewer clergy, more other staff

‘Staff’ = a person working one or more days
per week at a local church

In 2011 around 30% of all staff in local
Protestant churches were senior
ministers/pastors/priests. In Catholic
parishes 18% of staff were Parish
Priest/Priest Administrators and 10%
were Assistant Priests.

In Protestant churches, the proportion
of senior clergy in the staff team
decreased from 35% of staff in 2006 and
41% in 2001. There was a slight increase

in other types of staffing, such as
administrators, accountants and
children’s workers. The proportions of
Protestant church staff who were lay
people (60%), women (46%), and over 60
years old (24%) also increased between
2001 and 2011. Part-time leaders also
became more common, with 61% of staff
members holding a part-time position in
2011.

The Catholic staff profile has been more
stable over time.

Table: Profile of staffing in churches (as percentage of all staff)

Protestant churches %
Senior Minister/Pastor/Priest 30
Associate Minister/Pastor/Priest 15
Administrator/Office Support 15
Accountant/Business Manager
Children's Worker
Youth Worker/Minister

6

7

7
Counsellor/Social Worker 2
Worship/Music Coordinator 8
Ethnic or Cross-cultural Worker 1
2

School Religious Education
Coordinator

Outreach Coordinator/Evangelist 1

Other 6

Total 100

Catholic parishes %

Parish Priest/Priest Administrator 18
Non-ordained Pastoral Administrator 5
Assistant Priest 10

Deacon 3

Pastoral Associate (employed) 10

Parish Secretary/Office Support 17
Accountant or Business Manager 8

Children’s Sacrament Coordinator/ 10
RE Coordinator (parish, not school)

Youth Minister/Youth Worker 4
Counsellor/Social Worker
Liturgy/Music Coordinator 10
Ethnic or Cross-cultural Worker 1
Other 2

Total 100

Source: 2011 NCLS Operations Survey (n=2,117 churches, detailing 7,731 staff)
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‘Senior clergy’ = ministers, pastors or
priests who are the primary or senior
leader of a congregation/parish, or who
have equal standing in the ministry team

Average years in...
- Current congregation/parish 6
- Ordained/accredited ministry 18

Gender
82" K18
== Male am female
Age

35 37

30

25 -
® .
%20
515 1
&

s 3 v

20-29 30-39 40-49 50-39 60-69 70+
Age inyears

Country of birth

9%, bornin anon-
English-speaking

country
Education 0
77% university VI

qualified
1 1% currently
studying

Highest theological qualification %

No formal qualification %
Ongoing training on the job 7
A lay preacher’s or other relevant
certificate i
Bible college qualification 8
Diploma in theology/ministry 15
Degree in theology/ministry 36
Postgraduate diploma or degree 27
Doctorate 4
Occupation

Other occupation apart from ministry
None

Home/family duties 34
Other job

Source: 2011 NCLS Leaders Survey, senior clergy (n=1,908).

Also studying



A 20 year study of effective
and sustainable leadership

NCLS Research has studied leadership
over 20 years, among thousands of
church leaders in denominations across
Australia, the United Kingdom, New
Zealand and the USA.

Our research affirms that creating a
culture of empowering leadership, where
attenders can contribute their gifts and
skills, is key to effective church
leadership.

Sustainability in ministry is also a vital
area that contributes to effective
leadership as well as to the wellbeing of
leaders themselves.

How would you rate your overall
effectiveness in your present role here
over the last few months?

Signs of an equipping local church leadership culture

Australian church attenders
with a leadership or ministry
role

feee 42%

Australian church attenders agreed that:

preeeee 0 70
peeeend g
pretet:

Leaders here encourage me
to find and use my gifts
and skills here

% Leaders here inspire
me to action

62

Source: 2011 NCLS Attender Survey (n= 227,063).

How stressed do you feel in your present
role here over the past few months?

A

50

E Managing E 18

e Leader 2

'2 11 ‘g 10 4 5

2 10 5 6 Struggling s

0 0 1 um W = . M =

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Source: 2011 NCLS Leader Survey (n=2,272). Source: 2011 NCLS Leader Survey (n=2,270).
Each dot on the Sustainability Map represents High ministry
M (o] St I ocCca I C h urc h one senior local church minister/pastor/priest. satisfaction
leaders are thrivin
9 Happy but exhausted

Australian local church leaders ' :
completed scales of survey questions
measuring their ministry satisfaction and
emotional exhaustion.
This Sustainability Map shows a High el'111°ti;!15| Lo emnational
distribution of over 2000 senior church EXHIHO exhaustion

leaders. Most ministers are in the
'thriving' domain. There are many
however in the 'happy but exhausted'
domain, a small number are 'able yet
dissatisfied’, and a concerning number
are struggling and at risk of 'burning out’.

Of course, this map only shows local
church leaders who have not left

ministry.
ry (n=2,266).

Source: Scatterplot of Ministry Satisfaction Scale by Emotional Ext

Able yet dissatisfied

Burning out

Low ministry
satisfaction

Scale (i justed), Senior mini

ters, 2011 NCLS Leader Survey
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[ research

NCLS Research aims to help
churches to build:

« Vitality and health in mission
and ministry

« Effectiveness and
sustainability in leadership

« Stronger connections with

1991 Nationale: g =
hurc
1996 National

hurc

2001 National

urc

o>
2006 Nationalr@
iy
iy

hurc

20!1 National

hurc

2076 National
Churcl@
y
About National Church
Life Surveys

e Largest, longest-running survey of its
kind in the world: 25 years—1991 to
2016

¢ Nationwide ecumenical venture

e The largest nationwide survey after
the ABS National Census

e Twenty five years old: first took place
in 1991

e Happens every five years at the same
time as the National Census

e Around 3,000 local churches and
260,000+ individuals from 23
denominations took part in 2011.

e Around 6,000 leaders took part in
2011.

¢ In eight languages in 2011: English,
Chinese, Viethamese, Korean, Tongan,
Italian, Arabic and Dinka (Sudanese).
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About NCLS Research

NCLS Research was established in the
early 1990s in collaboration with
multiple church mission agencies as a
means of enabling churches to connect
with the wider community. Its mission is
to use credible research in order to assist
church communities to identify their role
and place in society. Research focuses on
issues such as Australian spirituality,
church health, effective and sustainable
leadership, and the connections between
church and community.

NCLS Research also conducts research
in a range of areas, often in partnership
with other researchers and institutions.
In addition to conducting commissioned
research for denominations and other
groups, research programs include:

1. Leadership and organisational
effectiveness in Australian local
churches and denominations.

2. Mapping the intersection between
church and community.

3. Psychology of religion and positive
psychology in church life.

4. Who goes to church and tracking
trends in church life over time.

5. Cultures and generations.

National Church Life Surveys

The National Church Life Survey is a
research project that began in 1991 and
has continued to date with the latest
survey in 2016. It is an outstanding
example of co-operation across
denominations and traditions.

NCLS survey forms are provided for
adult church attenders (aged 15+) and
child church attenders (aged 8 to 14),
and local church leaders.

At the conclusion of each National
Church Life Survey, the NCLS Research
team provides results to each of the
thousands of local churches about their
own church vitality, to local church
leaders about patterns of sustainable
leadership and to denominational leaders
about the state of church life in their
sphere of influence.

National results are weighted to adjust
for variations in survey participation
levels across denominations and regions.

NCLS Research is supported by four
main sponsoring agencies:
e Anglicare (Sydney),
e Uniting Church (NSW & the ACT),
¢ Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference and
o Australian Catholic University.

Work is also supported by partnerships,
other sponsors and networks of local,
regional and national church
representatives.

Church{ITw

Attender Survey

2016
Australian

Com

Survey
|

NCLS Research has conducted a number
of surveys of the wider Australian
community over the years, often in
partnership with others.

The most recent Australian Community
Survey (ACS) was an online survey
conducted by NCLS Research in early
December 2016, with a sample drawn
from a large online research panel.

Quotas were set for age, gender and
geographic location.

Results are weighted to reflect the
demographic profile of the Australian
population aged 18+ on age, gender and
education.

The final dataset was 1,258 Australians
that are statistically representative of the
whole Australian population.

Error guide: The maximum margin of
error on a random sample of 1,258 at a
95% level of confidence is 2.8%. That is,
assuming a simple random sample, there
is a 95% chance that a sample result falls
within 2.8% either side of the true result
for the Australian population.
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For those whao wish to followup more detail, this list of
references presents all published sources that were drawn
upon.to produce this magazine. A collection of all published
results from the 2011 NCLS is also available as a free
download.

2011 NCLS Resaarth Download full free

— —— 2011 NCLS Research Collection
PUbll§h?d Sources fOIf ,Sp'r'tua,h,ty & Wellbelng (pp.2-3) www.ncls.org.au/2011NCLS-Collection
Australia is a moderately religious or spiritual nation. =
Lim, A. (2017) Aussies still have prayer lives. March 2017. Eternity News L ==

Powell, R. (2015) Trends in Australian Church Vitality: Denominational
Leaders Briefing, March 2015. NCLS Research Report. NCLS Research: Sydney.

Religion generally has a positive link to wellbeing

Capic, T., Cummins, R., Silins, E., Richardson, B., Fuller-Tyszkiewicz, M., Hartley-Clark, L., & Hutchinson, D. (2016) The Wellbeing
of Australians: Federal Electoral Divisions, Homeostatically Protected Mood and Relationship Support. Australian Unity Wellbeing
Index Survey 33.0. Victoria: Deakin University and Australian Unity Limited.

Powell, R., & Robbins, M. (2015) The churches and well-being: Perspectives from the Australian National Church Life Survey.
Mental Health, Religion & Culture, 18(1):1-7, DOI: 10.1080/13674676.2015.1011370.

Mollidor, C., Hancock, N., & Pepper, M. (2015) Volunteering, religiosity and well-being: interrelationships among Australian
churchgoers. Mental Health, Religion & Culture, 18(1): 20-32, DOI: 10.1080/13674676.2014.1003169.

Dowson, M., & Miner, M. (2015) Interacting religious orientations and personal well-being among Australian Church leaders.
Mental Health, Religion & Culture, 18(1):72-84, DOI: 10.1080/13674676.2014.1003167.

Published Sources for Mapping the Local Church Landscape (pp.4-5)

Powell, R. (2015) Trends in Australian Church Vitality: Denominational Leaders Briefing, March 2015. NCLS Research Report.
NCLS Research: Sydney.

Powell, R., Sterland, S., & Pepper, M. (2017) Mapping Local Churches: 1991 to 2011, Factsheet 17001. NCLS Research:
Sydney.

Powell, R., Sterland, S., & Pepper, M. (2017) Estimates of Church Attendance: 1991 to 2011, Factsheet 17002. NCLS Research:
Sydney.

Published Sources for Who Goes to Church (pp.6-7)
Mollidor, C., Powell, R., Pepper, M., & Hancock, N. (2013) Comparing church and community: A demographic profile, Occasional

Paper 19, Catalogue Number 2.13006, NCLS Research: Sydney, Mirrabooka Press: Adelaide.

Attenders describe faith identity
Powell, R. (2015) Trends in Australian Church Vitality: Denominational Leaders Briefing, March 2015. NCLS Research Report.
NCLS Research: Sydney.

Inflow into churches: Three in ten attenders new to current church in previous 5 years

Powell, R, Brady, M., Jacka, K., Pepper, M., & Sterland, S. (2015) 2011 NCLS Church Life Profile: Australian Attenders in 2011
(Augmented version), 2006 and 2001. NCLS Research: Sydney.

Powell, R. (2015) Giving Newcomers a Voice: What newcomers reveal about their experience of joining a church, in New
Wineskins: Congregational Transformation in Australian Baptist Church Life. Eds. Cronshaw, D. & Jackson, D. Morling
Press: Sydney.

Published Sources for Church & Community Connections (pp.8-9)

Churchgoers make a strong contribution to the community

Powell, R., Brady, M., Jacka, K., Pepper. M., & Sterland, S. (2015) 2011 NCLS Church Life Profile: Australian Attenders in 2011
(Augmented version), 2006 and 2001. NCLS Research: Sydney.

Local churches serve their communities in diverse ways
Powell, R., Pepper, M., Sterland, S., & Hancock, N. (2015) 2011 NCLS Local Church Activities Report: contributions to the
community. NCLS Occasional Paper 26. NCLS Research: Sydney.

Churchgoers support advocacy on public policy issues

Pepper, M., Bevis, S., Powell, R., & Hancock, N. (2013) Involvement by churches in public policy, NCLS Research Fact Sheet
13003. Mirrabooka Press: Adelaide

Pepper, M., Bevis, S., Powell, R., & Hancock, N. (2013) Public issues and priorities for churches, NCLS Research Fact Sheet
13004. Mirrabooka Press: Adelaide

Hancock, N., Pepper, M., & Powell, R. (2014) Attitudes to same-sex marriage and civil unions, NCLS Research Fact Sheet 14015.
Mirrabooka Press: Adelaide
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Caretakers of the environment

Pepper, M., & Powell, R. (2013) Environmental activities in local churches, NCLS Research Occasional Paper 20. Mirrabooka Press:
Adelaide

Pepper, M., Hancock, N., Powell, R., & Sterland, S. (2014) Church attenders’ climate change attitudes, NCLS Research Fact Sheet
14020. Mirrabooka Press: Adelaide

Pepper, M., Bevis, S., Hancock, N., Powell, R., & Sterland, S. (2014) Church attenders and environmental responsibility, NCLS
Research Fact Sheet 14018. Mirrabooka Press: Adelaide

Attender and leader voting patterns

Bevis, S., Pepper, M., Powell, R., & Hancock, N. (2013) Voting patterns of church attenders: NCLS Fact Sheet 13007. NCLS Research:
Sydney, Mirrabooka Press: Adelaide.

Pepper, M., Powell, R., & Hancock, N. (2013) Voting patterns of local church leaders: NCLS Fact Sheet 13008. NCLS Research:
Sydney, Mirrabooka Press: Adelaide.

Published Sources for Healthy Churches (pp.10-11)

Powell, R., Bellamy, J., Sterland, S., Jacka, K., Pepper, M., & Brady, M. (2012) Enriching Church Life - Edition 2. Mirrabooka
Press: Adelaide.

Powell, R., Brady, M., Jacka, K., Pepper, M., & Sterland, S. (2015) 2011 NCLS Church Life Profile: Australian Attenders in 2011
(Augmented version), 2006 and 2001. NCLS Research: Sydney

Published Sources for Australia's First Peoples & Church (pp.12-13)

Pepper, M., & Powell, R. (2016) Indigenous and non-Indigenous relations: 2011 NCLS Headline Report. NCLS Research: Sydney.

Pepper, M., Powell, R., & Sterland, S. (2016) 2011 NCLS Church Life Profile: Australian Attenders—ATSI Background. Created on
16/12/2016.

Powell, R., Pepper, M., & Bevis, S. (2014) Aboriginal issues - Attenders' views, NCLS Research Fact Sheet 14019. Mirrabooka Press:
Adelaide.

Pepper, M., Bevis, S., Powell, R., & Hancock, N. (2013) Public issues and priorities for churches, NCLS Research Fact Sheet 13004
Mirrabooka Press: Adelaide.

Published Sources for Cultural Diversity & Church (pp.14-15)

Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2015) Overseas born Aussies hit a 120 year peak.
http:/www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/lookup/3412.0Media%20Release12013-14.

Markus, A. Mapping Social Cohesion National Reports, 2010-2016. Available: scanlonfoundation.org.au/research/surveys/.

Markus, A., & Arnup, J. (2009) Mapping Social Cohesion Full Report 2009. Available: scanlonfoundation.org.au/research/surveys/.

Markus, A., & Dharmalingam, A. (2007) Mapping Social Cohesion Full Report 2007. Available: scanlonfoundation.org.au/research/
surveys/.

An Australian church for all nations

Powell, R., Brady, M., Jacka, K., Pepper. M., & Sterland, S. (2015) 2011 NCLS Church Life Profile: Australian Attenders in 2011
(Augmented version), 2006 and 2001. NCLS Research: Sydney. Created on 24/11/2015.

Mollidor, C., Powell, R., Pepper, M., & Hancock, N. (2013) Comparing church and community: A demographic profile, NCLS Research
Occasional Paper 19, Catalogue Number 2.13006, NCLS Research: Sydney Adelaide: Mirrabooka Press.

Churches reach across language divide with migrant ministries

Duncum, I., Hancock, N., Pepper, M., & Powell, R. (2014) Church involvement in migrant ministry, NCLS Research Fact Sheet 14008.
NCLS Research: Sydney, Mirrabooka Press: Adelaide.

Duncum, I., Hancock, N., & Powell, R. (2014) Local Church Engagement with Non-English Speaking Churches, NCLS Research Fact
Sheet 14009. NCLS Research: Sydney, Mirrabooka Press: Adelaide.

Church attenders hold positive attitudes about migration
Powell, R., Pepper, M., & Hancock, N. (2014) Church attenders’ views of immigrants, NCLS Research Fact Sheet 14016. NCLS
Research: Sydney, Mirrabooka Press, Adelaide.

Cultural context and church vitality
Duncum, |., Pepper, M., Hancock, N., & Powell, R. (2014) A comparison of the vitality of monocultural and multicultural churches,
Occasional Paper 24, NCLS Research: Sydney, Mirrabooka Press: Adelaide.

Migrant integration: an Asian case study
Village, A., Powell, R., & Pepper, M. (2016) Bonding and bridging among first generation Asian migrants in Australian
protestant churches, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, DOI: 10.1080/1369183X.2016.1240027.
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Strong support for people in developing countries
Pepper, M., Bevis, S., Powell, R., & Hancock, N. (2013) Overseas poverty and justice: attender attitudes. NCLS Fact Sheet 13005.
NCLS Research: Sydney, Mirrabooka Press: Adelaide.

Published Sources for Generations & Church (pp.16-17)

Sunday schools run at six in 10 churches

Powell, R., Pepper, M., Sterland, S., & Hancock, N. (2015) 2011 NCLS Local Church Activities Report: contributions to the
community. NCLS Occasional Paper 26. NCLS Research: Sydney.

Children at church with positive feelings about religion also happy with their lives

Francis, L., Penny G., & Powell, R. (2016) Parents' approach an important influence on child attendance: Exploring the Australian
National Church Life Survey. Journal of Beliefs and Values, DOI: 10.1080/13617672.2016.1209923.

Francis, L.J. & Penny, G. (2016) Christian Commitment and Personal Well Being: Exploring the Connection Between Religious Affect
and Global Happiness Among Young Churchgoers in Australia. Journal of Research on Christian Education, 25(3):222-32, DOI:
10.1080/10656219.2016.1237841.

Positive views decline as children hit teen years
Hancock, N., & Powell, R. (2016) Results from the 2011 NCLS Children's Survey for 8 to 14 year olds. NCLS Research: Sydney.

Satisfaction with youth and young adults ministries lower than those for children
Powell, R., Brady, M., Jacka, K., Pepper, M., & Sterland, S. (2015) 2011 NCLS Church Life Profile: Australian Attenders in 2011
(Augmented version), 2006 and 2001. NCLS Research: Sydney. Created on 24/11/2015.

Published Sources for Leadership in Local Churches (pp.18-19)

Local church leadership structures

About senior clergy

Staffing in local churches: fewer clergy, more other staff

Hancock, N., Pepper, M., & Powell, R. (2016) 2011 NCLS Local Church Leaders Report: demographics and staffing, Occasional Paper
27. NCLS Research: Sydney.

A 20 year study of effective and sustainable leadership

Most local church leaders are thriving

Sterland, S. (2014) Clarity of Purpose: Personal Foundation 2, Fact Sheet 1.14003. NCLS Research: Sydney, Mirrabooka Press,
Adelaide.

Sterland, S. (2014) Thriving, Surviving and Burnout in Church Leaders, Fact Sheet 1.14001. NCLS Research: Sydney, Mirrabooka
Press, Adelaide.

Signs of an equipping leadership culture
Powell, R., Brady, M., Jacka, K., Pepper, M., & Sterland, S. (2015) 2011 NCLS Church Life Profile: Australian Attenders in 2011
(Augmented version), 2006 and 2001. NCLS Research: Sydney.

Published Sources About NCLS Research (pp.20)

Pepper, M., Sterland, S., & Powell, R. (2015) Methodological overview of the study of well-being through the Australian National
Church Life Survey. Mental Health, Religion and Culture, 18(1), 8-19, DOI:10.1080/13674676.2015.1009717.

NCLS Research Datasets
Kaldor, P. (1996). 1996 NCLS Attender Survey [Data file]. NCLS Research: Sydney.
Bellamy, J. (1998). 1998 Australian Community Survey [Data file]. NCLS Research: National Library of Australia
Sydney. Cataloguing-in-Publication data
Castle, K. (2001). 2001 NCLS Attender Survey [Data file]. NCLS Research: Sydney. Local Churches in Australia:
Castle, K. (2006). 2006 NCLS Attender Survey [Data file]. NCLS Research: Sydney. Scanning the Landscape /
Powell, R. (2011). 2011 NCLS Attender Survey [Data file]. NCLS Research: Sydney:. Ruth Powell, Miriam Pepper.
Po;zlll_;et(mll}. 2011 NCLS Attender Sample Survey N [Data file]. NCLS Research: [SBN: 978-0-9804544-4-4
Powell, R. (2011). 2011 NCLS Attender Sample Survey O [Data file]. NCLS Research: Copyright © NCLS Research 2017
Sydney. Published by NCLS Research and
Powell, R. (2011). 2011 NCLS Attender Sample Survey R [Data file]. NCLS Research: e e
Sydney. PO Box 968, North Sydney, NSW 2059
Powell, R. (2011). 2011 NCLS Child Attender Survey for 8 to 14 year olds [Data file].
NCLS Research: Sydney. Photos used under licence
Powell, R. (2011). 2011 NCLS Leader Survey [Data file]. NCLS Research: Sydney. © 2017 Matt Lauder Photography
Powell, R. (2011). 2011 NCLS Operations Survey [Data file]. NCLS Research: Sydney. mattlauder.c9m.au )
Powell, R. & Pepper, M. (2016). 2016 Australian Community Survey [Data file]. NCLS www.australianstockimages.com.au

Research: Sydney.

Powell, R., Pepper, M., Sterland, S., & Hancock, N. (2017). NCLS Research: Sydney.
Estimates Database. [Data file]. NCLS Research: Sydney.

Powell, R., Pepper, M., Sterland, S., & Hancock, N. (2017). NCLS Research Churches
Database. [Data file]. NCLS Research: Sydney.
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Partners represent arich
diversity

Since 1991, NCLS Research has
been built on a strong history of
partnership between denominations.
Thousands of churches across 20
plus denominations represent a The Australian National Church Life Survey is an extraordinary joint endeavour across
social, theological, cultural and hundreds of thousands of church attenders and leaders. It is the foundation for over

i~ : : 25 years of high-quality research on a diversity of
SEOE DI diErae 0l lian topics, including church health, the structure,

churches. The m“abqra}hon Of such leadership and governance of churches, personal Some highlights include:
a large variety of participants is well-being, religious faith and practice, attitudes

testimony to the vision and and behaviours related to issues of social and

leadership of church leaders. political importance, civic contributions of

individuals and churches and more.
A majority of Australians have

. . This magazine is a sampler of some of the research had a mystical experience,
23+ Participating Churches from the 2011 NCLS (over 100 publications to know someone who has, or
date) plus views from all Australians about believe it can happen
spirituality.

Churches from these denominations took part
in the 2011 NCLS and are represented in the

results inside. Australian
) churches have a strong
Angllcan presence outside the major
. cities
Apostolic
Australian Christian Churches There are strong demographic
: differences between church
Baptist attenders and the wider
community
Brethren
Catholic

A majority of
church attenders support
advocacy from the churches
on public policy issues

Christian & Missionary Alliance
C3 Churches

COC Australia

Congregational

CRC Churches International
Christian Reformed Churches

Two
thirds of attenders agree their
local church is always ready
to try something new

Indigenous attenders
report positive experiences of

Church of the Nazarene church

Churches of Christ

Foursquare Gospel Churches help

migrants to build bridges

Grace Communion into Australian society

Independent churches
Children at church with
IPHC positive feelings about
Christianity are also happy
Lutheran with their lives

Presbyterian

Most local church

Salvation Army s 34 ot el £ > «~ L . v leaders are managing well or
Uniting Church
. NCLS Research
Vineyard Churches . PO Box 968 Phone: + 61 2 9701 4479
Tesearch North Sydney NSW Email: info@ncls.org.au
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